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Contracting Opportunity

Title: REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
Agency: Sourcewell

Division: Procurement Department
Contract
Number:

RFP #080824

CR Number: 2111089
Contract Term: 4 Years

Date of Issue: 06/20/2024
Due Date/Time: 08/08/2024 4:30 PM 

Central Time
County(ies): All NYS counties

Classification: Facilities, Maintenance, Repair & Building Operations - Commodities
Opportunity

Type:
General

Entered By: Tara Wolff
Description: Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and service

cooperative, is requesting proposals for HVAC Systems with Related
Products and Services to result in a contracting solution for use by its
Participating Entities. Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands
of governmental, higher education, K-12 education, nonprofit, tribal
government, and other public agencies located in the United States and
Canada. A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be found on the
Sourcewell Procurement Portal [https://proportal .sourcewell-mn.gov].
Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell Procurement Portal will
be considered. Proposals are due no later than August 8, 2024, at 4:30
p.m. Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Set Aside: No

Business entities awarded an identical or substantially similar
procurement contract within the past five years: 

None
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Contact Information

Primary contact: Sourcewell
Procurement Department
Tara Wolff
Procurement Manager
202 12th Street NE
P.O. Box 219
Staples, MN 56479
United States
Ph: 218-541-5362
rfp@sourcewell-mn.gov

Submit to
contact:

Sourcewell
Procurement Department
Tara Wolff
Procurement Manager
202 12th Street NE
P.O. Box 219
Staples, MN 56479
United States
Ph: 218-541-5362
rfp@sourcewell-mn.gov
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Bid Results
Bid Results have not been entered
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Awards
Awards have not been entered
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Daily Journal of Commerce
1618 SW First Ave., Suite 400
Portland, OR, 97201
Phone: 503-226-1311 Fax: 503-222-5358

Affidavit of Publication

To: Sourcewell - Scott Dobereiner
Po Box 219
Staples, MN, 564790219

Re: Legal Notice 2624067, HVAC SYSTEMS WITH RELATED PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

State of OR }
} SS:

County of Multnomah }

I, Michelle A. Ropp, being duly sworn, depose and say that I am the Principal Clerk of the Daily Journal of Commerce, a
newspaper of general circulation in the counties of CLACKAMAS, MULTNOMAH, and WASHINGTON as defined by ORS
193.101 and 193.020, published in Portland in the aforesaid County and State; that I know from my personal knowledge that
the notice described as:
HVAC SYSTEMS WITH RELATED PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
SOURCEWELL
a printed copy of which is hereto annexed, was published in the entire issue of said newspaper 1 time(s) in the following
issues: 
06/21/2024.

SEE EXHIBIT A
State of Oregon
County of Multnomah

SIGNED OR ATTESTED BEFORE ME ON 25th day of June 2024

By:

 

Michelle A. Ropp
 

By:

 
Nicholas Bjork

Notary Public, State of OR
No. 1044188

My commission expires on January 10, 2028
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EXHIBIT A
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THANK YOU for your submission!
Your notice has been submitted for publication. Below is a confirmation of your order. You will also
receive an email confirmation.

Order Number:

Order Status:

Classification:

Package:

Base amount:

Service fee:

Cash/Check/ACH

Discount:

Total payment:

Payment Type:

User ID:

Date

Amount:

ORDER DETAILS

LOKL0117202 

Submitted 

Govt Bids & Proposals 

General Package 

42.55 

1.70 

 

-0.00 

44.25 

As an incentive for customers, we provide a

discount off the total order cost equal to the

3.99% service fee if you pay with

Cash/Check/ACH.Pay by Cash/Check/ACH and

save! In no event are service fees refundable.

visa  

L0037847 

ACCOUNT INFORMATION

Carol Jackson

202 12th St NE PO Box 219

Staples, MN 56479-0219

218-894-5481 

carol.jackson@sourcewell-mn.gov

Sourcewell

Contract ID:

PAYMENT DETAILS

visa************2816

TRANSACTION REPORT

June 14, 2024 11:58:25

AM EDT 

44.25  

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS

1 Affidavit

SCHEDULE FOR AD NUMBER LOKL01172020

PREVIEW FOR AD NUMBER LOKL01172020
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
Account # Order Number Identification Order PO Amount Cols Depth

34474 565498 Print Legal Ad-IPL01790770 - IPL0179077 $155.21 1 18 L

SOURCEWELL
PO BOX 219
STAPLES, MN 56479

Attention: Carol Jackson

carol.jackson@sourcewell-mn.gov

State of South Carolina

County of Richland

I, Tara Pennington, makes oath that the
advertisment, was published in The State, a
newspaper published in the City of Columbia,
State and County aforesaid, in the issue(s) of

1 insertion(s) published on:

06/21/24

Tara Pennington

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 24th day
of June in the year of 2024

Notary Public in and for the state of Texas, residing in
Dallas County

Errors- the liability of the publisher on account of errors in or
omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed the
amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in
error, and then only for the first incorrect insertion.”

Extra charge for lost or duplicate affidavits.
Legal document please do not destroy!
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To view more Classified listings,

visit: classifieds.usatoday.com

NOTICES BUSINESS

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

NEVADA LITHIUM
5000+Acre Drill Ready Project
adjacent to LI Clay Pilot Plants
12 Month Flip 100M Comp
ISO 775k. Institutional Partner
(877)-NV-LI-EXP 685-4397

PLACE YOUR AD
IN USA TODAY
MARKETPLACE!

To Advertise, Call:
(800) 397-0070

TRAVEL

CAMPGROUNDS

“The Happiest Place in Montana”

Boulder Creek Lodge
The Premier Family Vacation Destination

“The Happiest Place in Montana” - Boulder Creek Lodge in Hall, Montana is
the premier family destination vacation location in Southwest Montana. The

resort is located between Glacier National Park and Yellowstone National Park.

Highlights within an hour of Boulder Creek Lodge include a glimpse into the
Wild West by visiting the amazing Garnet Ghost Town where you can walk

around a town frozen in time since 1900. Plan on spending the day visiting the
western legends of outlaw at the Territorial Prison with a stop at the Antique

Car Museum down the road from the Grant-Kohrs Ranch, a historical
farming legend of the West in Deer Lodge, Montana.

In nearby Phillipsburg, Montana, you can pan for gems and sapphires like
those in the Wild West did 150 years ago at Montana gems located on
Main Street. Be sure to visit the Sweet Palace, an incredible candy store
featuring salt water taffy made on site, sure to be a family favorite.

Boulder Creek LodgeMontana
Call 406-859-3190

www.bouldercreeklodgemontana.com
4 Boulder Creek Road,

Hall, Montana

PUBLIC NOTICES

Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit

and service cooperative, is requesting proposals for

OEM Vehicle Parts and Supplies to result in a

contracting solution for use by its Participating Entities.

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands

of governmental, higher education, K-12 education,

nonprofit, tribal government, and other public agencies

located in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be

found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal

https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell

Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than August 1, 2024, at 4:30 p.m.

Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit

and service cooperative, is requesting proposals for HVAC

Systems with Related Products and Services to result in

a contracting solution for use by its Participating Entities.

Participating Entities include thousands

of governmental, higher education, K-12 education,

nonprofit, tribal government, and other public agencies

located in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be

found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal

https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell

Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than August 8, 2024, at 4:30 p.m.

Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

PUBLIC NOTICE

ADVERTISE TODAY IN USA TODAY’s MARKETPLACE.
Call: (800) 397-0070

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – This is where
Willie Mays was born, raised and
launched his Hall of Fame baseball ca-
reer.

This is where the Birmingham Black
Barons played in the Negro Leagues, the
only league that permitted Mays to play
professionally.

This is where Martin Luther King Jr.
preached at the 16th Street Baptist
Church.

This is where four little girls were
killed on a Sunday morning in a bomb-
ing by the Ku Klux Klan.

This is where the Civil Rights Move-
ment crested in the most segregated
city in the country.

This is where white supremacist Bull
Connor turned police dogs and high-
powered fire hoses on peaceful protes-
ters.

This is the home of 114-year-old Rick-
wood Field, the oldest professional
baseball park in the United States,
where the Black Barons played and rac-
ism could be forgotten for at least nine
innings.

Now, 76 years since Mays helped lead
the Black Barons to the 1948 Negro
League World Series as a 17-year-old,
Major League Baseball is playing its first
game at Rickwood with the San Francis-
co Giants playing the St. Louis Cardinals
at 7:15 p.m. EDT Thursday (Fox).

“This is such a blessing, I can’t be-
lieve it,” the Rev. Bill Greason, 99, one of
only two living Negro League players
from 1920 to 1948 and a recipient of the
Congressional Gold Medal, told USA
TODAY Sports. “This is a place where I
grew up, and a place where so many
things happened here. Blacks were not
allowed to play any place around here.
Blacks weren’t allowed to do a lot of
things around here. There was a rich
side and a poor side. I was on the poor
side. But here we are, all of these years
later, together, celebrating history.
Thank God I’ve been able to live this
long to see it.”

Greason will be honored by throwing
out the first pitch.

Mays, who spent three years playing
at Rickwood, died Tuesday after bat-
tling health issues for more than a year.
Still, the pageantry will be powerful
with Mays’ son, Michael, on hand, along
with his godson, home run champion
Barry Bonds; Hall of Famers Reggie
Jackson, Derek Jeter and David Ortiz;
and future Hall of Fame manager Dusty
Baker.

The families and ancestors of those
who played in the Negro Leagues from
1920 to 1948 will be on hand – with 10
families representing the Negro
Leagues Family Alliance – and 59 for-
mer Negro League players will be hon-
ored.

“This is a seminal moment in Negro
League history, and in many ways, this
is larger than life,” said Bob Kendrick,
president of the Negro Leagues Baseball
Museum in Kansas City, Missouri. “We
will have a collective eye of baseball
world dedicated to salute the Negro
Leagues. And to do it at Rickwood Field,
a place with history so rich, a place
where a young Willie Mays got his start
with the Black Barons, what Henry Aar-
on did here, what Ernie Banks did, how
they all validated the talent in the Negro
Leagues.

“When these players walk onto the
field, they’re going to feel the spirits of
those legendary stars come back
through life. That’s what made the ‘Field
of Dreams’ game so special in Iowa. But
that was a movie with a game played on
a movie set. That was a reel. This is
REAL life.”

There will be tears shed in memory of

Mays, tears of the painful memories of
segregation in this country and tears of
euphoria with the gathering of the Ne-
gro Leagues Family Alliance, with many
meeting for the first time.

“I can’t wait to meet and talk to Bill
Greason,” said Sean Gibson, the great
grandson of legendary Josh Gibson,
considered the greatest player in Negro
Leagues history. “He’s one of the only
few living people who saw Josh Gibson
play. I’ll get some good stories about
Josh. I don’t get actual players who
played against Josh, and now I get to
pick his brain about my great grandfa-
ther. For me to talk to an actual person
who saw my grandfather play is my
highlight there.”

Gibson, co-founder of the Negro
Leagues Family Alliance with the Buck
Leonard family, plans to lobby MLB offi-
cials during their luncheon Wednesday
about an annual Negro Leagues Day on
May 2, commemorating the start of the
Negro Leagues in 1920. 

MLB deputy commissioner Dan Ha-
lem and Tony Clark, executive director
of the Major League Baseball Players
Association, are scheduled to speak and
provide a substantial grant for the alli-
ance.

“It’s going to be like a mini-family re-
union,” Gibson said. “We’re celebrating
this family reunion on Juneteenth and
celebrate the Negro Leagues in Birming-
ham of all places. You can’t get any more
history than this.”

There be plenty of stories flowing at
the brunch, from the days of Rickwood
to Pittsburgh to Kansas City to Detroit to
Patterson, New Jersey.

Greason, who lived across the street
from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in Atlan-
ta, will reminisce about the Civil Rights
Movement, winning Game 7 against the
Kansas City Monarchs and leading the
Black Barons into the 1948 Negro League
World Series, becoming the St. Louis
Cardinals’ first Black pitcher, and serv-
ing two years in the Marines during
World War II.

“This was greater than baseball to be
at a place called Iwo Jima and to see the
atomic bomb fall in Nagasaki,” said
Greason, who still preaches every Sun-
day at Bethel Baptist Church. “Our life
was in danger and I returned without a
scratch. I lost two of my best friends. 

“And here I am, still breathing at 99.
I’m thankful to be able to live this long. I
was blessed to play with Willie Mays,
and to see Roberto Clemente, two of the

greatest players I ever saw in my life.”
Ron Teasley, 97, grew up in Detroit,

played in the Negro Leagues with the
New York Cubans, was signed by the
Brooklyn Dodgers to play in their farm
system, and met Jackie Robinson at
their spring training headquarters in
Vero Beach. Florida.

“My dad would take me to see those
great Negro League players because we
weren’t allowed to see the Detroit Ti-
gers,” said Teasley, the first member of
his family to attend college and graduate
from Wayne State University. “You’d
hear about Oscar Charleston and Josh
Gibson and the way folks bragged about
them. I had such great admiration for
the Negro Leagues.

“What impressed me so much was
the love these guys had for the game. My
favorite was Buck Leonard. My father’s
favorite was Turkey Stearnes. My father
idolized him. He came to my house one
day and my father was so overjoyed he
was late for work, and he was never late
for work.”

Teasley’s father was worried when
Teasley went to play baseball in the
Deep South. Teasley had never been to
the South, and when he arrived he was
warned by his teammates to be ex-
tremely cautious. 

“You were afraid when you got
stopped by the police, so the players told
me what to do,” Teasley said. “They told
me you’re going to get stopped, and you
better say the right terms. You better say
the word ‘Sir.’ And they’re always going
to ask you where you’re from.

“When you got stopped, you told
them what you’re doing there, and
they’d always say, ‘Where’s Satchel
Paige? Where’s Satchel?’ We’d say, ‘He’s
waiting for us at the ballpark.’ Everyone
knew Satchel.”

Teasley is most proud of his impact
as a teacher in the world of education,
while also serving in the Navy during
World War II, and meeting President Ba-
rack Obama at the White House. 

His greatest claim to fame as a ball-
player, he says, is hitting a triple off
Paige during an exhibition game at De-
quindre Park in Detroit.

“I was a utility player, and I guess I
knew my place when I was supposed to
start one game for the Negro League Cu-
bans,” Teasley said. “Well, when Minnie
Minoso arrived, he did not bring his uni-
form. So, guess whose uniform they
gave him?”

Teasley, who never played at Rick-

wood, always wonders how long the Ne-
gro Leagues would have flourished if the
Dodgers had not integrated baseball in
1947 with Jackie Robinson, and two
months later when Cleveland signed
Newark star Larry Doby.

“We were kind of concerned when he
signed,” Teasley said, “because we
knew that pretty much meant the end of
the Negro Leagues. Fans stopped com-
ing to our games. It was a happy time,
but a sad time, too.”

The Negro Leagues were never the
same, but the memories will last forev-
er, passed on to generations and genera-
tions. 

The Giants-Cardinals game, with
players wearing Negro League jerseys,
culminates a tribute to Rickwood and
the Negro Leagues. This comes in the af-
termath of Negro Leagues stats being
formally incorporated into MLB stats
and with retirement benefits paid to all
living players. 

They had Play Ball clinics for local
Boys and Girls Clubs and Nike RBI pro-
grams; a symposium with financial ad-
vice for Black-owned businesses; a mi-
nor league baseball game and a celebri-
ty softball game filled with former stars.

Folks in Birmingham, with nearly 
$6 million spent in renovating Rick-
wood Field, are hoping this becomes an
annual event. 

Others are hoping MLB plays this an-
nual game in different Negro League
ballparks, like refurbished Hinchliffe
Stadium in Patterson, New Jersey,
where Doby played, or Hamtramck Sta-
dium in the Detroit area.

There, of course, is the eternal hope
that the Rickwood Game spurs interest
that could lead to an increase of Black
players in today’s game. It’s appalling to
think there are just as many former Ne-
gro League players from 1920 to 1948
alive (Greason and Teasley) as active
Black players who will be on the field
(Masyn Winn of the Cardinals and Jor-
dan Hicks of the Giants).

Just 5.7% of all players on opening-
day rosters and injured lists this year are
Black, the lowest percentage since 1955,
according to USA TODAY Sports’ re-
search.

“This is a great platform, now we’re
hoping there will be a lot of change after
this,” said Gibson, who also is advocat-
ing for the MVP award to be named after
his great grandfather. 

“There have been a lot of great strides
made. Now, it’s time to see more.”

MLB game at Rickwood Field a seminal moment 

Many Negro Leagues games were played at Rickwood Field in Birmingham. JESSICA CARROLL/MLB PHOTOS VIA GETTY IMAGES

Bob Nightengale
Columnist

USA TODAY
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NOTICES

PLACE YOUR AD
IN USA TODAY
MARKETPLACE!

To Advertise, Call:
(800) 397-0070

EMPLOYMENT

CAREERS

Associate General Dentist Oppor-
tunity. Full-time. $700.00 - $800.00
Daily guarantee or % of Collections
(whichever is greater); Earnings
expected to be $150k to $250k
per year plus signing bonus! Ideal
candidate will be understanding
and patient. Candidate will be given
full clinical autonomy. Mentorship is
available. To learn more about us,
please contact us at Recruitment

Services@henryschein.com. AD
CODE: DDSIL3025.

PUBLIC NOTICES Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit

and service cooperative, is requesting proposals for HVAC

Systems with Related Products and Services to result in

a contracting solution for use by its Participating Entities.

Participating Entities include thousands

of governmental, higher education, K-12 education,

nonprofit, tribal government, and other public agencies

located in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be

found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal

https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell

Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than August 8, 2024, at 4:30 p.m.

Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

ADVERTISE TODAY IN USA TODAY’s MARKETPLACE. Call: (800) 397-0070

Region 4 ESC (the “Lead Agency”), is requesting proposals
from qualified and experienced firms to provide:

•Chemistry, Biology, Physics, and Anatomy Instructional

Supplies and Services (RFP No. 24-10).

PRE-PROPOSAL CONFERENCE:

Tuesday, July 9, 2024, 11:00 am CST via Zoom.

• Auctioneer Services and Related products and Services

(RFP No. 24-06)

PRE-PROPOSAL CONFERENCE:

Tuesday, July 9, 2024, 10:00 am CST via Zoom.

In order to be considered, the Offeror must complete and submit
a proposal to Region 4 ESC in accordance with the solicitation

documentation available at region4esc.ionwave.net.

PROPOSAL DUE DATE: August 5th, 2024, BEFORE 2:00 PM CST.

CONTACT: Crystal Wallace, Procurement Contract Specialist
713.744.8189 or cwallace@esc4.net.

Region 4 ESC, Houston, TX is requesting proposals
from qualified and experienced firms to provide

HVAC Solutions, Related Products & Services (RFP No. 24-09).

In order to be considered, the Offeror must complete
and submit a proposal to Region 4 ESC in accordance

with the solicitation documentation available at
https://region4esc.ionwave.net/or at www.esc4.net.

VIRTUAL PRE-PROPOSAL CONFERENCE:
Thursday, July 11, 2024, 10:00 am local time.

See RFP for details.

PROPOSAL DUE DATE:

August 1, 2024, BEFORE 2:00PM local time.
Contact: Crystal Wallace, Procurement

Contract Specialist, 713-744-8189 or cwallace@esc4.net.

The Minnesota Lynx used their hot
shooting and slowed down one of the
best offenses in the league to beat the
New York Liberty 92-89 on Tuesday to
win the WNBA Commissioner’s Cup. 

In the first half it looked like the first-
place Liberty were going to cruise to-
ward victory thanks to a hot start from
Sabrina Ionescu, but the second half
was a different story. New York couldn’t
stop turning the ball over and Minneso-
ta capitalized on a majority of the op-
portunities, turning 22 Liberty turn-
overs into 27 points. 

Breanna Stewart engineered her own
run to cut the deficit to one point in the
fourth quarter, but Minnesota held off
all late rallies from New York.

The Lynx showed why they lead the
WNBA in 3-point shooting percentage
with a whopping 14-for-29 (48.3%) per-
formance from beyond the arc. Minne-
sota got big-time performances from
Bridget Carleton and Napheesa Collier,
who combined for 44 points and made

nine of the 3-point shots for the team.
Collier was named the MVP of the final.

The win is just another mark in what
has been a remarkable turnaround in

Minnesota. A team that finished the
2023 season 19-21, Minnesota has now
won seven games in a row, even though
Tuesday’s game won’t count toward the
regular-season standings or stats. Of
those victories, only the win on Tuesday
and a win over Los Angeles on June 14
were single-digit wins. At 13-3 Minneso-
ta is tied with the Connecticut Sun for
second place in the WNBA and one
game back of New York.

Commissioner’s Cup prize

Not only do the Lynx get to claim the
Commissioner’s Cup trophy, they also
went home with a solid payday.

The winners of the Commissioner’s
Cup are awarded $500,000, about one-
third of the WNBA salary cap. With 12
players on a roster, each player will get
about $41,000, and the MVP of the game
– Collier – gets an additional $5,000. 

Coinbase, the sponsor of the Com-
missioner’s Cup, added $120,000 in
cryptocurrency to the prize pool so ev-
ery player on each team will get $5,000,
so there’s some prize for the Liberty. 

Every team partnered with a non-
profit organization decided by players
for the competition and those organiza-
tions also get donations for their teams
making and winning the final. The Lynx
partnered with Gender Justice and the
organization will receive $10,000, and
Women Creating Change will get $5,00
from its partnership with the Liberty.

Commissioner’s Cup history

The Lynx denied New York a chance
to be the first back-to-back Commis-
sioner’s Cup winners in the in-season
competition’s young history. The Liber-
ty won last year’s edition by defeating
the eventual WNBA champion Las Ve-
gas Aces. The winners of the Commis-
sioner’s Cup:

h 2024: Minnesota Lynx (defeated
New York Liberty)

h 2023: New York Liberty (defeated
Las Vegas Aces)

h 2022: Las Vegas Aces (defeated
Chicago Sky)

h 2021: Seattle Storm (defeated Con-
necticut Sun)

Lynx win $500,000 WNBA Commissioner’s Cup
Jordan Mendoza
USA TODAY

Lynx forward Napheesa Collier had 21
points and six rebounds and was
named MVP of the Commissioner’s
Cup final. WENDELL CRUZ/USA TODAY SPORTS

There are six events in men’s gym-
nastics, each designed to test a different
combination of athletes’ strength, bal-
ance and skill.

Stephen Nedoroscik only competes
in one event – but it could be his ticket to
the Paris Olympics.

In a sport that generally rewards all-
arounders, Nedoroscik, 25, has taken a
completely opposite approach leading
up to the U.S. Olympic gymnastics trials

in Minneapolis this
week. Since the waning
days of his high school
career, he has competed
only on pommel horse –
emerging as one of the
best athletes in the world
on this one apparatus,
even at the apparent ex-

pense of the other five. 
Where other gymnasts like Brody

Malone and Frederick Richard have
room to overcome a mistake in competi-
tion, Nedoroscik’s entire night comes
down to a 45-second pommel horse rou-
tine. Where they have strengths and
weaknesses, he has a singular specialty.
But it’s worked. Over the past eight
years, the Massachusetts native has
won two NCAA titles, four national
championships and a 2021 world title,
all on pommel horse.

“Somebody like Stephen is a real
anomaly,” said Randy Jepson, who
coached Nedoroscik in college at Penn
State. “You don’t get a lot of those guys
that stand up and stick out where
they’re the best in the world (in a single
event).”

Nedoroscik’s elite ability – and obvi-
ous limitations – make him something
of a wild card entering the trials, where
the five members of the men’s Olympic
team will be decided. In the Olympic
team final, three men per country com-
pete on each apparatus and all three
scores count. Nedoroscik would be un-
able to contribute in five of those events
– but in the sixth, he is capable of put-
ting up a score that few athletes in the
world can match. 

“It’s a little complicated,” Nedoroscik
said of his Olympic chances. “But right
now, the way things are looking, I think
I’ve put myself in a pretty dang good
spot here. I’m just hoping that I can go
out to Olympic trials and knock out a
couple more good routines. At that
point, everything would be out of con-
trol. Fingers crossed I’d make it.”

What makes pommel horse 
so difficult

Nedoroscik is one of three specialists
competing at the Olympic trials and one
of two who focus on pommel horse, the
notoriously tricky apparatus that is
sometimes compared to balance beam
in women’s gymnastics. The U.S. has
historically struggled on the apparatus,
and many all-arounders dread it. Jep-
son likened the technical requirements
of the event to playing a round of golf
with fairways that are 10 feet wide and
putting the ball on the green every time.

“It’s really challenging because
you’re dealing with so many different
balance issues and constant motion,” he
said. “So as the difficulty of the skill goes
up, the precariousness of keeping that
balance, in motion, without any impedi-
ments and flaws to the fluidity of that
motion – it’s really, really important.”

Nedoroscik, however, has always
loved it. Though he competed in every
event as a kid, and was actually best at
parallel bars for a while, he said he
would often drag a pommel horse train-
ing device – known colloquially as a
mushroom – into the living room to
show off his pommel horse skills for
family members and friends. 

When he was 11 or 12, he said he de-
cided to start going into practice early to
spend one full hour doing simple one-
pommel loops. About a year later, he
could do more loops in a row than some
of the guys who were heading off to col-

lege. And by 15, his father had purchased
an old pommel horse from the 1980s at
an auction and set it up in the backyard.

“So when I got that, then it turned
into the family coming over and I’d go
show them some stuff on that,” Nedo-
roscik said.

Why Nedoroscik went all-in 
on one event

That backyard practice helped Nedo-
roscik win back-to-back pommel horse
titles at junior Olympic nationals, which
in turn helped him get on Jepson’s radar
at Penn State. As a freshman, Nedoros-
cik said he intended to add other events
to his competitive repertoire but soon
realized that pommel horse was his ave-
nue to competing. So he zeroed in on the
event, won a national title and hasn’t
looked back since.

“It was kind of just a route that no one
had taken before,” he said. “I had no idea
what was going to happen.”

After graduating from Penn State
with an electrical engineering degree,
Nedoroscik was perhaps best known for
the non-prescription goggles he wore
while competing – a gift from a team-
mate that he has said was more about
superstition than improving his eye-
sight. But by 2019, he had made it to the
U.S. national team. And in 2021, after
missing out on the Tokyo Olympic team,
he became the first U.S. gymnast ever to
win a world championship on pommel
horse. (Peter Vidmar won Olympic gold

in the event in 1984.)
Nedoroscik said competing as a one-

event specialist has its own set of chal-
lenges. At last month’s national cham-
pionships, for instance, he warmed up
and then had to wait for more than 140
routines to take place before his one
turn on pommel horse arrived. 

It also comes with daunting pressure
– and, for USA Gymnastics officials, a
certain degree of risk. 

The Olympic calculus of including
a specialist

If he has a clean routine, Nedoroscik
is capable of scoring above 15.000 and
likely adding one or two points to the
team’s score, which could bump the
team above one of its rivals. But if he fal-
ters, the team has essentially assumed
the risk of being short-handed in case of
an injury without getting any of the sub-
sequent reward. (In Tokyo, there were
only four athletes allowed per team but
each country could also bring a “plus-
one” athlete to compete only in individ-
ual events. The U.S. took another pom-
mel horse specialist, Alec Yoder.)

“You want to win, you’ve got to be
able to put the best score up. And maybe
that means thinking out of the box a lit-
tle bit and taking a little bit more risk,”
Jepson explained. “The fact that he’s a
one-event guy but he can make that big
a difference, I think that’s really key.
And I think that as we’ve looked at the
selection procedures, (they’ve) made it
such that somebody like that can make
it – but they have to be that valuable.”

The U.S. is hardly the only country
weighing questions about specialists
ahead of the Olympic team competition,
and Nedoroscik wouldn’t be alone if he
were to be selected. Great Britain has
long relied on pommel horse specialists,
most recently Max Whitlock, and China
is expected to have a specialist on rings
in Paris. 

Ultimately, however, it’s a question of
risk and reward. And Nedoroscik knows
that all he can do is try to impact that
equation with consistent performances
in Minneapolis this week – ideally by
matching or exceeding his scores at the
national championships earlier this
summer, where he finished nearly two
points higher than any of the other like-
ly members of Team USA over two pom-
mel horse routines. 

“It does look like I have a chance,” Ne-
doroscik said. “I think I actually have a
really good chance of making that
squad.”

Specialist hops on pommel horse in Paris bid
Tom Schad
USA TODAY

Stephen Nedoroscik easily won the pommel horse competition at this year’s U.S.
Gymnastics Championships in Fort Worth, Texas. JEROME MIRON/USA TODAY SPORTS

Nedoroscik 
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HVAC Systems and Related Products and Services

Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and service cooperative, is requesting

proposals for HVAC Systems and Related Products and Services to result in a contracting solution for

use by its Participating Entities. Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands of governmental,

higher education, K-12 education, nonprofit, tribal government, and other public agencies located in

the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the RFP can be found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal, and only proposals
submitted through the Sourcewell Procurement Portal will be considered. Proposals are due no later
than August 08, 2024 at 04:30 PM CT and late proposals will not be considered.

Important Dates

Pre-Proposal Conference:
July 17, 2024 at 10:00 AM CT

Proposal Due:
August 08, 2024 at 04:30 PM CT

To obtain a copy of the complete RFP, ask questions related to the RFP, or submit a proposal, please

use the link below.

Sourcewell Procurement Portal

searchHow It Works Explore Contracts  View Solicitations News Register
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https://www.sourcewell-mn.gov/cooperative-purchasing
https://www.sourcewell-mn.gov/solicitations
https://news.sourcewell-mn.gov/
https://www.sourcewell-mn.gov/register
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